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Finnish Estonian Transport Link (FinEst Link)

Programme Priority: P3 Well-connected region

Programme Specific Objective: 3.1. Improved transport flows of people and goods

Sub-programme: Southern Finland - Estonia

Duration: 01.08.2016 - 31.07.2018

Total funding: 1.298.383 EUR

ERDF funding: 1.027.537 EUR ERDF

Project Summary:

The FinEst Link project focuses on the vastly growing transport connection between Finland - Estonia and Helsinki
— Tallinn, which forms a unique cross-border case of twin cities in the EU. As part of the twin city concept a fixed
link — a railway tunnel that would reduce the travel time to only 30 minutes — has been an ambitious vision in the
two countries since 20 years.

The FinEst Link project takes a systematic fact-finding approach to the vision of a Helsinki-Tallinn fixed link and
carries out a feasibility study that consists of the economic and technical analysis and benchmarking to other
important fixed link projects in the EU. The project has an open information dissemination policy and all results
during the project’s lifecycle are distributed widely to stakeholders and actively discussed in various stakeholder
events. As part of the discussion of the technical feasibility of the fixed link, the project invites developers of new
technologies to present their solutions and economic standpoints of a fixed link. As a final result the project will
make a recommendation of the possible continuation of the vision of a tunnel towards an infrastructure planning

project.

The FinEst Link project builds on several earlier studies made in the Helsinki-Tallinn context, for instance HT-
Transplan, as well as the pre-feasibility study of the fixed link, TalsinkiFIX.

Map of Partners

Partners

Lead Partner

Uudenmaan Liitto

Country: FI

www.uudenmaanliitto.fi [1]

Partner budget: 372.883 EUR
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Amount of ERDF funding: 279.662 EUR ERDF

Project Partners

Helsingin kaupunki

Country: FI
www.helsinki.fi [2]
Partner budget: 183.000 EUR

Amount of ERDF funding: 137.250 EUR ERDF

Tallinna Transpordiamet

Country: EE
www.tallinn.ee [3]
Partner budget: 161.500 EUR

Amount of ERDF funding: 137.275 EUR ERDF

Harju Maavalitsus

Country: EE

http://harju.maavalitsus.ee [4]

Partner budget: 96.873 EUR

Amount of ERDF funding: 82.342 EUR ERDF

Liikennevirasto

Country: FI

www.liikennevirasto.fi [5]

Partner budget: 205.000 EUR

Amount of ERDF funding: 153.750 EUR ERDF

Eesti Majandus- ja Kommunikatsiooniministeerium

Country: EE
www.mkm.ee [6]

Partner budget: 204.500 EUR
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Amount of ERDF funding: 173.825 EUR ERDF

Harjumaa Omavalitsuste Liit

Country: EE
www.hol.ee [7]
Partner budget: 74.627 EUR

Amount of ERDF funding: 63.433 EUR ERDF

Results

Expected results

The Project’s contribution to the result indicators have to be seen in long perspective. Setting preconditions to
reach the target of removing the bottleneck between Finland and Estonia in the long run when the fixed link and the
fast rail connection is in operation, will reduce travel time of passengers from 2,5 hours to even 30 minutes, i.e.
ultimately 80% reduction. Similarly the capacity in cargo transportation is very big in shortening delivery times when
the fixed train link is in operation. The fixed link traffic is expected to triple in the first 10 years from 5 to 15 million
trips and ferry transportation is expected to maintain its position and volumes. Potentially 25 000 daily commuters,
5 million business and leisure trips, 1.3 million passenger cars and 8.4 million tons of cargo is expected after first
10 years of operation. The impact on transport flows of goods can be considerable also in short run. A clear
prospect of the fixed link encourages transport operators to develop their offers and transportation chains based on
Rail Baltica (operative for cargo in 2017). The results of the studies, assessments and benchmarks conducted in
the project, and the participatory process of stakeholders pave the way for the next steps in the long process of
decision making, planning, and designing the fixed link. These activities are required as part of the comprehensive
transport assessment and a plan which are the main result of the Project for the political decision-makers. The plan
and strategy for decision-makers made by the Project will reduce uncertainty on long term transport and mobility
options and developments in the cross-border region. A strategy and decision-making without well-grounded
conclusions based on feasibility studies on the fixed link would not reduce risks and uncertainties faced by the
investors in the transport sector. By reducing uncertainty the project contributes in short term improvements in
passenger transports.

Achieved results

Project Visibility
Social media links
Web page [8]

Facebook page [9]

Other media visibility
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TALSINKI - Estland und Finnland wachsen zusammen [10]

Tunneli Helsingisté Tallinnaan loisi yli kahden miljoonan ihmisen metropolin [11]

Téllainen olisi Helsinki-Tallinna-tunneli — mutta sitd ennen tarvittaisiin nopea junayhteys Berliiniin [12]

IS: Roviosta tuttu Peter Vesterbacka etsi Kiinasta 15:t4 miljardia Helsinki—Tallinna-tunnelille [13]

Kas Arktika ja& sulamine toob Helsingi ja Tallinna vahele tunneli? [14]

Kaljulaid ei pida Helsinki-Tallinna tunnelia utopistisena: "Vaikkei se tarjoa aurinkoa ja karaokea" [15]

Junatunneli Tallinnaan lahenee toteutustaan: "Suomen logistinen tavoitettavuus nousisi uudelle tasolle" [16]

Viron uusi presidentti: "Odotan silmé& kovana Tallinna—Helsinki-tunnelin etenemist&” [17]

Estonian minister: Tallinn-Helsinki tunnel very promising project [18]

Undersea Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel megaproject progresses as study commissioned. [19]

Helsinki—Tallinna-kaksoiskaupunki siintéé tulevaisuudessa — junatunnelin jatkoselvityksiin aikaa ja rahaa [20]

A vision of twin cities - study moves ahead on Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel [21]

Helsinki-Tallinna -tunneli antaisi mahdollisuuden Suomen uuteen nousuun [22]

Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel [23]

Helsinki-Tallinna tunnelihanke sai selvitysrahaa [24]

EU to finance the feasibility study of the Tallinn-Helsinki railway tunnel [25]

EU provides 1 min euros for Tallinn-Helsinki tunnel feasibility study [26]

Helsinki-Tallinna tunnelin selvitykseen EU-rahaa [27]

30 minutiga Helsingisse: kui palju v8iks maksta Tallinna-Helsingi tunneli pilet? [28]

Helsingin ja Tallinnan valille ehdotettu tunneli sai rahaa EU:lta [29]

Tallinna-tunnelin selvitykset loppusuoralla, tekniikasta kilpailu [30]

Espoosta kohti Tallinnaa [31]

Sauri skulle géarna ta taget till Tallinn [32]

Tallinna-tunnelista pian tarkeé& paatés — Sauri: "Panaman kanavakin oli aluksi utopiaa” [33]

Eesti ja Soome allkirjastavad transpordiihenduse memorandumi [34]

Rakennetaan se tunneli Tallinnaan [35]

Helsinki—Tallinna-tunneli ottaa askeleen eteenpdin — Suomi ja Viro sopivat selvityksesta [36]

Junamatka Helsingista Tallinnaan maksaisi 36 euroa — Helsinki uskoo miljardihankkeen kannattavuuteen [37]

Suomenlahden tunneli eteni — virolaisministeri: "Toivottavasti paasen matkustamaan junalla Helsinkiin ennen
elakeikaa” [38]
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http://tallinncity.postimees.ee/3385377/kas-arktika-jaa-sulamine-toob-helsingi-ja-tallinna-vahele-tunneli
http://www.mtv.fi/uutiset/kotimaa/artikkeli/kaljulaid-ei-pida-helsinki-tallinna-tunnelia-utopistisena-vaikkei-se-tarjoa-aurinkoa-ja-karaokea/6127648
http://www.talouselama.fi/uutiset/junatunneli-tallinnaan-lahenee-toteutustaan-suomen-logistinen-tavoitettavuus-nousisi-uudelle-tasolle-6590913
http://www.hs.fi/ulkomaat/art-2000002923771.html
http://news.err.ee/v/business/d38c6560-9b1d-4405-b976-ab4f33c1d1e6/estonian-minister-tallinn-helsinki-tunnel-very-promising-project
https://www.smartrailworld.com/undersea-helsinki-tallinn-tunnel-megaproject-progresses-as-study-commissioned
http://yle.fi/uutiset/3-9114242
http://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/a_vision_of_twin_cities_-_study_moves_ahead_on_helsinki-tallinn_tunnel/9116610
http://blogit.iltalehti.fi/petri-sarvamaa/2016/08/05/helsinki-tallinna-tunneli-antaisi-mahdollisuuden-suomen-uuteen-nousuun/
http://tunnelbuilder.com/News/Helsinki-Tallinn-tunnel.aspx
http://app.kauppalehti.fi/uutiset/helsinki-tallinna-tunnelihanke-sai-selvitysrahaa/xxRkXy9q/paauutiset
http://estonianworld.com/business/eu-finance-feasibility-study-tallinn-helsinki-railway-tunnel/
http://www.baltictimes.com/eu_provides_1_mln_euros_for_tallinn-helsinki_tunnel_feasibility_study/
http://www.tekniikkatalous.fi/tekniikka/helsinki-tallinna-tunnelin-selvitykseen-eu-rahaa-6559888
http://arileht.delfi.ee/news/uudised/30-minutiga-helsingisse-kui-palju-voiks-maksta-tallinna-helsingi-tunneli-pilet
http://yle.fi/uutiset/3-8959802
https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-9873627
http://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000005376203.html
https://svenska.yle.fi/artikel/2015/12/26/sauri-skulle-garna-ta-taget-till-tallinn
https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000002875044.html
http://tallinncity.postimees.ee/3449111/eesti-ja-soome-allkirjastavad-transpordiuhenduse-memorandumi
http://www.iltalehti.fi/paakirjoitus/2015122920887959_pk.shtml
http://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/a1451878605981
https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-8569503
https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000002878252.html
https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000002878252.html
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Berner: Helsinki-Tallinna-tunneli voisi olla reitti Euroopasta arktisille alueille [39]

Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel proposals look to bring cities closer than ever [40]

Helsinki-Tallinn Tunnel Could Link Cities [41]

Finland and Estonia undersea railway: Tunnel solution examined [42]

EU:Ita miljoona euroa Helsingin ja Tallinnan valisen rautatietunnelin kannattavuuden selvittdmiseen [43]

Project videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mZsgMg5mXw
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http://yle.fi/uutiset/berner_helsinkitallinna-tunneli_voisi_olla_reitti_euroopasta_arktisille_alueille/8574309
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jan/06/helsinki-tallinn-tunnel-proposals-rail-link-finland-estonia
http://news.sky.com/story/helsinki-tallinn-tunnel-could-link-cities-10333781
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35246761
https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000002906375.html
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